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East Coast Hurricanes 
By: Serena Naji 

The U.S. east coast has been hit hard recently with two hurricanes, 
Florence and Michael. Hurricane Florence was a 
slow moving hurricane that touched down in 
Wilmington, North Carolina on September 14th 
after weakening from a Category 4 storm to a 
Category 1. The winds topped at about 100 
mph. Both Carolinas were reported to have 
received, in some areas, up to 35 inches of rain! 
The flooding was disastrous and over 50 people lost their lives. 

Hurricane Michael, on the other hand, was on the other end of the 
hurricane spectrum. Michael underwent rapid intensification, which is a very 
rare occurrence. This allows a tropical storm to grown into a major 
hurricane in just hours whereas it usually takes days or even a week. Many 

specific circumstances must happen in 
order for this to occur. The ocean water 
must be warm with a temperature of at 
least 86 degrees and the winds must be 
calm so as to not interrupt the storm 
activity. Internal conditions like 
ventilation, similar to a car engine, are 
important to allow fuel from warm ocean 
water to give the storm strength. Michael 

experienced a 35 mph wind increase and that is what the National Hurricane 
Center considers rapid intensification. The rapid intensification on Hurricane 
Michael was a jump of two categories on the Saffir-Simpson Scale, which 
categorizes hurricanes from 1 to 5. Hurricane Michael topped out at the top 
of the Category 4 with wind speeds of about 150 mph. 



 
          

 

              

                             


Grissom Sports Hitting a Homerun 

By:Abigail LaPlant 

Grissom sports for first quarter included Girls and Boys Softball and Cross Country! For this 
quarter, the girls softball team was conference co-champs. They came in third place for the SWIC 
tournament. They had an awesome record of 10 wins and 1 loss. 
The boys had an equally great season.  They were conference champs with an awesome record of 
10 and 1, same as the girls. They made it all the way to the championship and got 2nd place. 
The girls had a great year and a great coach to back them up and make them a great team…big 
thanks to Mrs. O’Neil. The boys also had a great coach who was always teaching them new things 
and always making the boys a better team…big thanks to Mr. Chicvara. Great job softball! 

Cross country ran the extra mile and did an amazing job. The boys came in first place for the 
Heenan challenge and third place for conference. Nice job boys. Kenny and Jax Carter did a great 
job running.  Kenny came in first place for the Heenan challenge individually and fifth place in the 
conference race.  

The girls also came in first place in the Heenan challenge and second place in the conference. Great 
job girls! Rylee Erickson and Paige Swaw won first place in the Heenan challenge and fourth place 
in conference. Paige won second place in the Heenan challenge and third place in the conference 
race. Rylee also was the sixteenth place finisher out of 300 girls. Nice job girls! Mrs. Ryan and Mr. 
Rumbaugh coached over 60 kids and did a great job. 

Can You Get Paid To Play Video Games? 
By: Mahmoud Naji

 Do your parents ever get angry at you for playing too many video games? Well, you can make money doing it. Over the 
years, video games have gotten more and more popular. Tournaments have been held paying the winners hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. For example, there was a Fortnite tournament held recently in which the winner won $250,000. A popular video game 
player and streamer, Tyler Blevins A.K.A Ninja, makes $18,000,000 a year. Most gamers make money from endorsements, 
donations, subscribers, and advertisements. The money streamers make also depends on popularity. Ninja broke the streaming 
record on the platform Twitch, when he played Fortnite with a popular music artist, Drake. The stream had over 600,000 viewers 
at one point. So, the answer is yes, you should stay inside and play video games. 










	



	



	




 

    

                

  

 

 

             
             

             

 Haunted Houses
     By: Amber Wojciak 

      Halloween means candy, apple picking, and scary decorations. While 
buying candy and dressing up is fun, the most fun (and scary) part of 
Halloween is the haunted houses! From the ghosts to the spider webs, 
decorations can make even the most normal-looking houses terrifying!

Located at 8240 Austin Avenue, Morton Grove, the House of 
Torment, is home to many scary attractions such as zombies and a 
Slenderman walkthrough. Year after year, this scary house has remained 
very popular among residents in the Chicago area. During the very popular, 
“Surviving The Night” theme, a plague has burned its way through the city 
and thousands and thousands of residents lie dead. A doctor claims he 
has the cure, but instead of helping, he experiments on his helpless 
“patients.” This sounds like a fun way to spend your time with friends.

Another frighteningly scary house located near Chicago is the 13th
Floor Haunted House located at 1940 George Saint, Melrose Park. This 
super-scary house is one of Chicago’s largest haunted attractions. With 
two very popular attractions, this house has made a name for itself. One of
the attractions is “The Possession,” in which restless spirits haunt the 
hallways threatening to posses its visitors.  However, none of the resident 
ghosts compare to the ghost nun. This definitely seems like a place fright-
seekers would enjoy.

Hopefully these reviews help you decide where to go to be terrified. 
And hopefully you’ll make it back.... 

The Mystery Rain Forest 

By: Michael Beitia 

Ever thought of what the Amazon is like? What type of snakes live there and 

what they eat? One type of snake is the Anaconda. It is the heaviest known 

snake in the world.  They eat deer, fish, turtles, sheep, and even a jaguar.  They 

can unhinge their jaw to swallow their prey whole!  A green Anaconda can grow up 

to 15 ft. 

The mystery cat…a jaguar. They eat deer, sloths, and turtles. Their height is 2.1 

feet at the shoulder. Their weight is 120 lb. to 210 lb. Their length is 3.9 ft. to 6.4 

ft. Six percent of jaguars are black and known as panthers. 


































































 







 Thanksgiving and Halloween DIY’S 

By: Amber Wojciak 

     From food ideas you’ll love, to crafts you will definitely want to make, here are some very easy diy’s. 

One of the first diy’s is food related and it’s for Thanksgiving. For the best deviled eggs follow this recipe: 
6 hard-cooked eggs, 1/2 teaspoon salt if you’re using Miracle Whip OR 1/4 tsp if you use regular 
mayonnaise, 1/2 dry mustard , 1/8 teaspoon pepper, 4-5 Tablespoons Miracle Whip or mayonnaise, 
paprika or dill weed. 

1. Peel the hard-cooked eggs and then cut them each lengthwise in half.
2. Slip out egg yolks and drop them into a bowl, and mash with fork.
3. Mash into fine crumbs. 
4. Next add the salt, dry mustard, and the pepper.
5. Add the mayonnaise, 1 tbsp at a time until it reaches your desired 
consistency. It should be about 4-5 tablespoons total, but possibly 
less if you prefer it dryer. Then stir together until well blended.
6. Fill the egg whites with the egg yolk mixture, heaping it up lightly.
7. Lastly, sprinkle with paprika, or dill weed.

    To get more into the Thanksgiving spirit, here is a craft you should 
for sure try. Since slime seems to be popular, here is a fall slime recipe. Here’s what you need to get 
started: 1/2 cup clear Elmer’s glue, 1/2 cup warm water, 1/2 cup Sta-Flo liquid starch, sequins or glitter, 
bowl, and a spoon.
Start by mixing the glue with the water in a bowl. Add in the glitter and stir. Then slowly pour the liquid 
starch in while stirring. It will begin to form into slime once you add in the liquid starch.
It might be slippery/wet at first, but the more you knead and play with it, the less slippery it will get.
Then add the glitter and sequins, and have slime for the holidays.

     For many people attending Halloween parties here is a  scary treat.  Here are the ingredients for  
Monster Inc. themed cookies: 1 box white cake mix, 1/2c butter softened, 1/2 tsp vanilla, 8 oz. cream 
cheese softened, 1 egg, powdered sugar, food coloring [ use vibrant colors], candy eyeballs.
1. Beat butter, vanilla, egg and cream cheese until fluffy. 
2. Mix in cake mix. Divide batter into bowls for the amount of colors you want.
3. Add food coloring to each individual bowl and mix until it is combined.
4. Chill for 30 minutes 
5. Roll into balls and dip in a bowl of powdered sugar.
6. Place on greased cookie sheet and pat down a bit.
7. Bake at 350 for 10-12 minutes 
8. Add candy eyeballs while cookies are warm and ENJOY!

    While those are baking or chilling, you can make a fun craft while you wait. This craft is a sensory bag. 
This is more for a younger age group, but you can replace the goo in the bag with slime. For this you will 
need: Zip loc bags, googly eyes, shower gel/ hair gel/ bubble bath [ or for older kids slime], sticky tape [if
securing to a table/ window].
1. Put whatever you have [gel, bubble bath, etc.] in to a plastic bag, if you are older and don’t want a 

bag, just use slime.
2. Put eyeballs or plastic spiders in bag or slime. 





  


Pets Can Be More Then Just Pets! 
By: Sydney Mitchell

     According to recent studies, pets are way more than just pets! They might even be superheroes! Studies have shown that just 
watching your pet fish or turtle, holding your pet hamster, gerbil, lizard, guinea pig, or petting your dog or cat releases stress and 

helps you feel calm. This is because when you pet any animal, or you watch your pet while it’s in its 
tank, it helps you forget about anything that you may be worrying about and it soothes your mind 
and emotions. Also, If you’re petting your cat while he or she is purring, it sends a message 
throughout your body, or the soothing sounds typically calm your body down in just less than 5 
minutes. If you are watching your pet hamster, lizard, or turtle do something in its cage, it brings joy 
and peace to your mind, and just like cats or dogs, they almost always have a funny behavior! This
at least always makes me laugh, which is also good for you! Taking a small break from homework 
to play with your dog outside with a toy, walking your dog, or just petting your dog, also makes you 
feel at ease. Instead of pets helping you to release stress or agitation, they also help you release 
anger! Studies show that when you feel the urge to squeeze your pet because they are so darn 

adorable, it releases anger from your body! So don’t feel bad when you want to squeeze your pet, it’s just a way for you to feel 
peaceful! But don’t squeeze your pet too hard! 

          Pets do more than just helping you release stress, anger, anxiety, sadness, or agitation. They can also sense if you are sick 
or if something is happening to you! Sometimes they even know someone is trying to hurt you. Even tiny animals can sense
things too! You may have seen people pretend to get hurt on YouTube, and most pets don’t do much. This most likely leads you 
to think that most pets can’t sense much other then them smelling, which totally isn’t true! Most pets only react when they sense 
or know that something really is wrong! For example, when my little brother fell down the stairs, my dog and my cat got close to 
him and were sniffing him to make sure that he was okay. They also were by him so he wouldn’t feel much pain.  Like I said 
earlier, pets help you feel calm. Within 5 minutes, my brother was fine. So don’t underestimate the qualities and abilities of your 
pet. They actually do do a lot for you! 

Frightening Encounters at Six Flags 
By: Alexander Janotta 

It is officially October, the month of scares and haunts.  To celebrate, I 
went to Fright Fest and Six Flags Great America in Gurnee, Illinois.  
Although there was no overarching theme, it was still petrifying.  When 
you first arrive, there is a winding line that takes a while to get through.  
Once you get into the park, you see a red lake that has eerie tombstones 
and fog all around it.  Next, you see an advertisement for a 30 hour coffin 
challenge.  When I first saw this, I thought it was a practical joke, but it 
turns out, it is real.  If you stay inside a coffin for 30 hours, you get to 
keep the coffin, get $300, and two season passes.  I convinced myself not 
to do it for several obvious reasons.  I am sure you could probably guess a 
few.  As you continue walking, you will probably find yourself screaming as scarecrows and infected creatures of the night jump 
out of the darkness and terrorize you.  As I anxiously began to run through the park, wanting to get out as soon as possible, I 
found a harmless ride known as Chubasco where you spin in a huge teacup around a darkly lit room.  It seemed harmless 
enough compared to the rest of the park, but I would soon learn that it was the exact opposite.  When you get on, the room is 
pitch black and when the ride starts, there is fog everywhere, police sirens are going off, and there are flashing lights.  I was glad 
when the ride was over because I had a huge headache.  I decided to go on one more ride before we left.  I walked over to the 
American Eagle because it usually does not have a long line.  I was proven incorrect because the line was a half hour wait.  I 
decided to wait anyway because I needed to relax after having ghosts jump out at me.  It was really cool though because they had 
huge inflatable spiders on the side of the ride.  After thirty minutes of waiting, I hopped on the ride.  Before the car even got to 
the top of the hill, I already began to feel sick.  When I got off, we decided to leave because I felt so nauseous.  I didn’t go to any of 
the haunted houses, but I asked my sister who did.  Let’s just say they are not very school friendly.  All in all, Fright Fest and Six 
Flags Great America is thrilling and exciting as long as you are willing to give up sleeping that night because I certainly know I 
didn’t sleep at all that night. 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

   

	

The Fantastic Fall Dance 
Going to the First Dance of this Year! 

By: Emma Lasecki 
What would you expect from your first middle school dance? Well, that’s the type of question going 

through my mind as I entered the car to pick up my friends to take them to the dance. To be truthful, I 
wasn’t expecting to not want to leave at the end of the night. I learned just how much Grissom was going to 
show me wrong! We followed the crowds. It seemed everyone there wanted to take advantage of the short 
photo booth! The props were incredibly funny and some were super realistic! Not at all like the ones most 
sixth graders such as myself were expecting. Past photo booths, at least for me, had fake and practically 
destroyed and reused props. When we walked in, that’s what most of us as sixth graders expected. Grissom 
sure did show us wrong! Going through the line just didn’t seem worth it until we reached the props table! I 
can’t get over how silly our pictures were compared to last year! 

By the middle of the dance things got interesting! Two teachers from the opposing sixth grade 
teams, Mrs. V. from 6-1 and Ms. Senkpeil from 6-2, participated in a dance battle to all the students’ 
surprise. Both were laughing and having a great time! Ms. Senkpeil even showed off some splits for the 
watching audience! Go Ms. Senkpeil! The teachers never decided who won and no kid could choose either! 
Both did great! Towards the end of the dance, Mrs. Prieto announced that we were going to pay a tribute to 
the recent death of Mrs. Ohl with her favorite song. All of us waited expectantly for a sad song to play, but 
when a upbeat familiar rhythm started, all of us were surprised at what was playing for our ears! The Baby 
Shark song played loud and clear for all to hear! Even people who 
didn’t enjoy the song joined in to honor Mrs. Ohl by swinging and 
dancing in unison.  

At the end of the night no one wanted to go home, including 
me. Thank you to Student Council and the Grissom staff for the 
awesome dance, concessions, props, and tribute to our beloved 
teacher Mrs. Ohl! Hopefully every dance to come this year can be 
looked forward to being as good as this one! 

Don’t keep working on what you’re doing, you WILL get more stressed and frustrated at the work and will break down. Take 

Worry No More TIPS 
Tips to relieve stress during the year! 

Do you feel stressed as soon as you get home from a school day? Tried everything your mom told you to do to relieve the 
stress? Don’t fret! Emma is here to save you. I do realize that everyone is different and some of these may not work for you, 

but I am probably the best worrier in the school, so this probably will work for you. This could be the best article in the 
history of the world for stressed middle schoolers, so pay close attention to the tips listed below.  

Take a nice warm shower to calm you down when you get home (this  usually works for me). 
Play with slime or squish a squishy, this only helps when you’re angry and frustrated. 

a break. 
Talk to someone and ask them to help you with your homework. This gives you time to understand what you may have 

done wrong and what you may not understand quite yet. 
Try to do as much as possible during TIP. I know you want to do whatever you want in Tip, but homework can be more 

important than whatever your friend tells you about the latest gossip. 
Ask a teacher a question when you’re there, try to avoid emailing them after school. 

Calming music. 
Bath bomb in a quite relaxed area. 

Write or tell someone your thoughts and feelings, it may even be yourself. 
Have a snack, sometimes it helps to not be hungry. 

Take a quick cat nap. 
Laugh, it stops stress. Watch a try not to laugh video if possible. 

Make constant reminders and triple check backpack throughly and slowly.  You may miss something. 









































 



                     
                

                    
                    

                    
                  

               

    

   

   

    

      
   

      
   

     
    

    

     
 

 

 
  

How to make the best Fluffy Slime
By: Serena Pollution, What You Can 

Do to Help! 
*Materials: 

- Glue By: Michael Beitia - Laundry detergent 
- Shaving foam
- Plate or bowl for mixing
- Dye and/or paint (optional) Ever thought about how 
- Spoon much we pollute our 
*the brands pictured do not affect the recipe, any brand earth? We use single use works, and measurements depend on the amount of 
slime you want products that build up 

waste. Wild life is getting 
destroyed. Here are some 
things you can do to help 
reduce pollution. 

#1 You can use paper bags 
which are recyclable. 

#2 Try to ride bikes more 
often and walk to close 
places. 

#3 Take shorter showers. 

Step 3 (optional):
Add food dye. 

#4 Try not to waste water
by leaving faucets
running. 

Do these to help reduce,
reuse, and recycle. 

Economic Discrepancy on the Field 
By: Abigail LaPlant 

Do you play baseball? Do you play softball? Do you like money? Well think about the money softball players get 
paid compared to how much baseball players get paid. Baseball players get paid, on average, $4.47 million for 162 
games in the season. This averages $27,594.59 per game. Softball players only get paid $5,500 for 60 games in 
the season which averages $91.67 per game. I think this is not fair. I believe that girls are under estimated and 
under compensated. This should have been changed a long time ago. The girls play less games and get paid less. 
Don’t you think that should change? Girls should be given the same opportunities on the ball field. 
Unfortunately girls, for now, keep playing for the love of the game, not the money. 

Step 1:
Pour some glue, amount depending on size of

slime, into your plate or bowl. 

Step 2:
Add shaving foam. 

https://27,594.59



