
 

Grissom PTO Meeting #3 

February 15, 2023 

 

Attendees: Mike Rumbaugh, Raquel Torres, Veronica Oganovich, Jessica Ipema, Gina Minetti, Janelle LaMont, Diane 
Dillon, Laura Garrity 

Opening: Meeting was called to order at 6:30pm by Gina Minetti. 

November PTO Board Meeting Minutes: Minutes from the previous meeting were reviewed and accepted. 

Domino’s Fundraiser: Lauren Pasek is the chair but was unable to attend.  Gina read some of the information that she 
provided.  The fundraiser was successful but did not bring in nearly as much as last year.  Sometimes this happens on the 
second year of a brand-new fundraiser.  We raised $652.50 from the online sales and $90 from the in person sales.  
Lauren is willing to continue on as the coordinator but would like to split it with someone.  Gina asked for volunteers 
and/or to mention to others who might be interested.  Bannes has run Little Caesar’s fundraisers in the past and those 
were successful also.  This requires the PTO storing the pizza setups and distributing to families.  Domino’s was fairly 
simple and hands-off to run. 

Hot Lunch: Gina reported that we are running low on hot lunch volunteers.  We will also need a hot lunch coordinator 
for next year.  Janelle said that as the PTO president next year, she will not require the hot lunch coordinator to do the 
back end online jobs. 

School Supply Kits: Mr. Rumbaugh said that school will have their supply lists to us by the end of the week.  The 
orders/flyers will be pushed out at the end of March and run into May.  Flyers will be distributed at the 5th grade step up 
days which are in late April/early March.  Once the coordinator, Liz Wegner, receives the teacher lists, she will compare 
to last year and send off the The Write Stuff. 

Teacher Appreciation Week: The school approached the PTO a while ago about partnering with the school to aid in 
providing daily treats, etc. for Teacher Appreciation Week rather than just the luncheon that we typically do.  Anne 
Lasecki agreed to head this up.  The dates are Monday 5/1 through Friday 5/5, with the luncheon being on Thursday, 
5/4.  Mrs. Simpson asked about a massage therapist, but the person we had in mind to donate her time is unavailable.  
We do not have a budget to pay a massage therapist.  We have a budget of $600 and last year spent $592 on the 
luncheon alone.  For this reason, we will need parents and local businesses to donate items for this week.  A sign-up site 
will be created (possibly through Parent Square) asking for various items for each day of the week.  The theme will be 
Disney’s Up… “You Lift us UP!”  Monday: Movie/popcorn (Laura Garrity will contact Poppus about donating popcorn).  
Tuesday: Donuts, muffins, coffee, juice (we will need to contact Dunkin about coffee and the other items on the sign-up 
site).  Wednesday:  Cookies and cupcakes (parent donations and possibly Sam’s Club purchase).  Thursday: Luncheon of 
soup, salad, sandwiches (PTO will purchase items and serve them out of crock pots, etc.) Michelle Pranckus (D140 staff 
and parent) has a soup warmer. Check Darla’s on 183rd & Oak Park Ave for donations of sandwich trays.  We may need 
to put desserts on the sign up site.  PTO volunteers will set up and come back and pick up crock pots, etc. later in the 
day.  Friday:  Chips and crackers (will be on the sign-up site). 

8th Grade Extravaganza:  This event is occurring on May 5th.  This is a three hour party for the 8th graders with many 
activities, raffles, games, basketball, DJ, and lots of donated food.  The committee is working on securing donations for 



this event.  Some suggestions were Small Cakes, Dunkin Donuts, Crumbl and Nicky V’s.  The proximity of this event to 
teacher appreciation week may make it difficult to ask for donations to both.  The PTO donates $600 to this.  The 
committee will either utilize the Pcard with the school to purchase items needed or submit reimbursement requests. 

Miscellaneous: We will be donating $200 to Andrew High School for their annual scholarship fund by the end of 
February.  Gina just received the number of incoming 6th graders and will place an order for 210 Grissom cinch bags.  Mr. 
Rumbaugh was asked to gather a wish list of items from the school so we can budget for next year. 

Treasurer’s report:  Veronica reviewed the budget and pointed out that we made $90.30 on Amazon Smile.  This 
program has been discontinued by Amazon.  The first half of hot lunch made $8703.91.  The Cards for a Cause fundraiser 
made $1038.55.  The school supply kits made $598.42.  Veronica asked Mr. Rumbaugh about a few items that we have 
budgeted for such as P.E. equipment, PBIS, and the media center.  The PTO is helping with the St. Baldrick’s fundraiser 
by accepting checks and writing the final checks at the end.  The PTO also donates to St. Baldrick’s.  The school is still 
looking for a mascot costume. 

Principal’s Report: Mr. Rumbaugh was very grateful for all the PTO does.  Mrs. O’Keefe, the teacher liaison, extended 
her thanks from herself and the teachers.  Mr. Rumbaugh has informed the teachers to truly evaluate their school 
supply request lists and make sure they include only items they really need.  He thanked Lauren Pasek for running the 
Domino’s fundraiser and was very happy with the amount collected.  He appreciates the PTO assistance with the 8th 
Grade Extravaganza.  State mandated testing is starting up in early to mid April and extends for two weeks.  The Parent 
Square portal is being utilized now.  It has an app that makes it more user friendly.  This will eventually be released to 
teachers and coaches in the hopes that they will be able to better communicate with their families.  They are hoping to 
utilize the app for sign-ups, permission forms and more.  The real push will be sometime around March.  The 5th grade 
step up days for all grammar schools will be at the end of April/beginning of May.  The school is considering having an 
incoming 6th grade parents step-up night for next school year.  The district has created a strategic plan.  They have 
spoken with over 25 community groups.  This is still in the beginning stages and they are encouraging family 
involvement.  St. Baldrick’s is on St. Patrick’s day this year and it’s the first time it’s been held since before Covid.  The 
kids have raised a good amount of money for childhood cancer so far.  Many thanks were given for the PTO’s purchase 
of the 8th grade T-shirts.  The kids wear them on Tuesdays and will wear them to Great America.  Many thanks were also 
given for the incoming 6th graders’ step up bags.  There is no one retiring this year. 

Closing: Meeting was adjourned at 7:15pm by Gina Minetti. 

*Next Meeting will be April 19, 2023 at 6:30pm. 

 


