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KSD 140 Make Up Day / Late Start Family & Staff Survey

¡ D140 asked District families and 
employees to complete a three minute 
survey designed to gather information 
regarding their preferences for emergency 
closure make up days and a possible late 
start option. 

¡ Our Google survey was open Thursday,  
April 18 through Friday, May 3.



Response Rate by Location and Grade Level

Family Response Rate = 40%

What school does your student attend? (Please check all that apply.)
971 responses

- 147 (15.1%)

- 128 (13.2%)

- 199 (20.5%)

- 202 (20.8%)

- 188 (19.4%)

- 248 (25.5%)

- 113 (11.6%)

Staff Response Rate = 77%

What is your location?
444 responses

- 47 (10.6%)

- 51 (11.5%)

- 87 (19.6%)

- 60 (13.5%)

- 63 (14.2%)
- 69 (15.5%)

- 77 (17.3%)

- 6 (1.4%)

- 13 (2.9%)

- 4 (0.9%)



Make Up Days During the School Year or at the End of the School Year?

Family Response

If emergency days are used, I would rather have my student(s) make up days …
971 responses

- 804 (82.8%)

- 167 (17.2%)

Staff Response

If emergency days are used, I would rather make up days …
444 responses

- 227 (51.1%)

- 217 (48.9%)



Which Holidays Would You Prefer to Use for Make Up Days?

Family Response

If our D140 community chooses to make up days during the school year, 
which holidays would you prefer that we use as make up days? 
(Please check all that apply.)
971 responses

- 674 (69.4%)

- 658 (67.8%)

- 715 (73.6%)

- 865 (89.1%)

Staff Response

If our D140 community chooses to make up days during the school year, 
which holidays would you prefer that we use as make up days? 
(Please check all that apply.)
444 responses

- 175 (39.4%)

- 283 (63.7%)

- 224 (50.5%)

- 296 (66.7%)



Are You in Favor of a Ninety Minute Delayed Start Option?

Family Response

Occasionally, the timing of a weather-related event requires us to close 
schools due to morning travel conditions. Would you be in favor of a 90 
minute delayed start option instead of closing on those days?
971 responses

- 704 (72.5%)

- 267 (27.5%)

Staff Response

Occasionally, the timing of a weather-related event requires us to close 
schools due to morning travel conditions. Would you be in favor of a 90 
minute delayed start option instead of closing on those days?
444 responses

- 410 (92.3%)

- 34 (7.7%)



Conclusion and Next Steps

¡ If emergency days are used during the school year, make up days will be scheduled on the following holidays –
Columbus Day, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Presidents’ Day, and Casimir Pulaski Day.  When possible, the 
District will provide at least 10 days notice if a holiday will be used as a make up day.

¡ If any of the above holidays are used as make up days, KSD140 schools will provide additional instructional 
and/or service learning opportunities specifically targeted toward the missed holiday. 

¡ KSD 140 recognizes that it is first and foremost a parental decision as to whether or not a child should 
attend school when a make up day is scheduled on a holiday.  We allow an excused absence if a parent elects 
to keep their student(s) home for personal and/or cultural reasons related to a missed holiday.  As always, 
please notify your school office if your student will be absent. Students who are absent in celebration of a 
personal and/or cultural holiday, will be given the opportunity to complete their academic work in the same 
manner as any excused absence from school.

¡ Due to an overwhelmingly positive response from both families and staff, KSD 140 will begin exploring the 
feasibility of a late start option beginning with 2020-21 school year.  Areas of analysis will include busing, Early 
Childhood and Special Education programming, before school child care, morning band practice, and 
maintenance/operational concerns.  We will notify parents as to the viability of a late start option after the 
feasibility study is complete. A late start option will NOT be available during the 2019-20 school 
year. 

Thanks to all who participated in our survey.  Your feedback is greatly appreciated!


